
 

 

 

Between East and West 

Chino iser ie  Modern 

Where  sha l l  we beg in?  For  centur ies  we have been fasc inated  w i th  the  mys ter ious  Eas t .  

I t  began w i th  Marco  Po lo  and reached man ic  he ights  in  Europe dur ing  the  mid-1800 ’s .    

Ar t i s ts ,  a rch i tec ts ,  decora tors  a l l  embraced th is  exot ic  look .  Ch ino iser ie  s ty le  was  

adaptab le  to  a lmost  every th ing—fabr ic ,  wa l l  paper ,  porce la in ,  gardens ,  fu rn i tu re ,  porch 

co lumns and more.  The u l t imate  example  o f  ch ino iser ie  i s  the  Roya l  Pav i l ion  des igned 

by  John Nash in  Br igh ton ,  Eng land where  every  aspec t  o f  the  pa lace is  devo ted  to  

g i lded  and lacquered  Or ien ta l  mot i fs .  Today ,  we can look  a round our  own env i ronment  

and see touches  o f  ch ino iser ie - - - i t  i s  everywhere!   The Met ropo l i tan  Museum o f  Ar t  

recent ly  exh ib i ted  China :  Through the  Look ing  Glass  wh ich  exp lo red  the  impact  o f  

Ch inese aes thet ics  on  Western  fash ion.  We have not  los t  our  tas te  fo r  ch ino iser ie !  

Th is  October ,  the  Cur rey  &  Company Des ign  Team has  c rea ted  fu rn i tu re  & l igh t ing  tha t  

takes  a  pared-down and contemporary  look  a t  th is  Or ien ta l  s ty le  we ca l l  Ch ino iser ie  

Modern.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         Zh in  Cab ine t                                    B lanc  de  Ch ine  Tab le  Lamp 



The Zh in  Cab inet  has  c r isp  l ines ,  bo ld  co lo r  and geomet r ic  hardware  wi th  an  As ian  

mot i f .  The  lava  red  ins ide  adds  drama and the  hardware is  a  s ta tement  on i ts  own.  The 

cab ine t  fea tu res  ample  s torage  w i th  so f t  c lose  d rawers ,  cubb ies  wi th  cord  management  

and an ad jus tab le  she l f  than  can be removed to  accommodate  a  smal l  f l a t  sc reen  TV.  

The B lanc  de Ch ine  Tab le  Lamp is  the  ep i tome o f  s impl ic i t y  ye t  w i th  a  d is t inc t  Or ien ta l  

des ign .  An  o f f -wh i te  shantung shade tops  the  lamp.  Th is  lamp is  a lso  ava i lab le  in  

emera ld  green.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                      Odeon  Bar  Car t                                          Imper ia l  Bamboo  Wa l l  Sconce  

 

The  Odeon Bar  Car t  i s  the  per fec t  example  o f  s t ream- l ined  ch ino iser ie  w i th  geomet r ic  

pa t te rn ing  remin iscen t  o f  la t t i cework  and f re twork  seen f requent ly  in  Ch inese  

a rch i tec ture .  The  car t  i s  f in ished  in  hand-app l ied  go ld  lea f .  The  top  and  she l f  i s  

cons t ruc ted  o f  a  l igh t l y  an t iqued mi r ro r  wh ich  adds  a  sub t le  accent  w i thou t  d is t rac t ing  

f rom the  bo ld  meta l  lea f ing .  I t  i s  imposs ib le  to  th ink  o f  ch ino iser ie  and  no t  inc lude  a  

bamboo e lement .  The Imper ia l  Bamboo Wal l  Sconce is  made o f  b rass  w i th  a  so f t  

an t ique  f in ish .  A  match ing chande l ie r  and tab le  lamp comple tes  the  co l lec t ion .  

 

  

 


