
 

 

 

 

Legendary Splendor 

The Win ter thur  Co l lec t ion  

 

Though the  Win te r thur  Museum d id  not  o f f i c ia l l y  open un t i l  1951,  i t  was  f rom the 

beg inn ing a  museum –  pr i va te  o f  course  bu t  a l ready po ised  to  become the  grand 

count ry  es ta te  i t  i s  today .  Henry  Franc is  du  Pont ,  founder  o f  Win te r thur ,  was  a  

v is ionary  and advocate  fo r  Amer ican an t iques  and decora t ive  ob jec ts .  An av id  co l lec tor ,  

Mr .  du Pont ,  was  gu ided by  a  des i re  to  fu rn ish  h is  175- room house w i th  the very  bes t  

s ty le  and c ra f tsmansh ip  ava i lab le .  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                    Ches te r town  Se t tee  

 

 

An  ou ts tand ing example  f rom Win ter thur ’s  ex tens ive  furn i tu re  co l lec t ion  i s  an  ear ly  19 t h  

century  Massachuset ts  se t tee  which  has  been re - in terpre ted by  the Cur rey  des ign 

depar tment  to  f i t  today ’s  in ter io rs .  The so l id  wood Ches ter town Set tee  has  a  t r ip le -s la t  

back  wi th  decora t i ve  u rns  and ova ls .  S imp l i f ied  f rom the  or ig ina l ,  the  se t tee has  a  r i ch ,  

hand-app l ied  Brandywine  Mahogany f in ish .   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Tappahannock  Ches t  

A  17 t h  cen tury  oak  cupboard f rom Duxbury ,  Massachuset ts  was  the insp i ra t ion  fo r  the  

Tappahannock  Ches t .  L ike  the  o r ig ina l ,  th is  ches t  p rov ides  a  lo t  o f  p rac t i ca l  s torage fo r  

today ’s  l i v ing  env i ronments .  The ches t  i s  f in ished in  Verona Walnut  and embe l l i shed 

w i th  oak  & ebony  veneers ,  sp l i t  sp ind les ,  ch ip  carv ing ,  and app l ied  mo ld ings  in  

geomet r ic  pat terns .   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                     Cen te rv i l l e  Ches t  

Mul t ip le  drawers  make the  Centerv i l l e  Chest  a  most  des i rab le  p iece  fo r  how we l i ve  

today .  The or ig ina l  ches t  housed a t  Win te r thur  was  made in  1678 fo r  John and Margare t  

S tan i fo rd  o f  Ipswich ,  Massachuset ts .  Be l ieved to  be  one o f  the  ear l ies t  da ted  ches t  o f  

d rawers  f rom New Eng land,  the  ches t  was  c rea ted  by  c ra f tsmen in  Essex  County ,  

Massachuset ts .  Currey ’s  vers ion is  updated  in  te rms o f  sca le ,  decora t ion  and f in ish  to  

f i t  a  more modern  se t t ing .  The so l id  wood Centerv i l le  Chest  i s  decora ted w i th  sp l i t  

sp ind les  and f in ished wi th  a  worn  Dutch  Cream f in ish  that  wou ld  f i t  beaut i fu l l y  in  any  

room in  the  house or  lo f t .  


