
 

 

 

Heart of Glass 
Anc ient  Techn iques  in  the  M odern  Wor ld  

No exact  date can be g iven to the invent ion or  d iscovery of  g lass ,  but 

educat ional  s tud ies  show the or ig in  dates to at  least  4000 B.C.  Glass  was a by-

product of  ceramics product ion in the anc ient wor ld ,  f i r s t  known to be produced 

in  the Near  and Far  Eas t .  A so l id in a l iqu id s tate,  g lass  i s  made by melt ing f ine 

sand ( s i l ica)  in a fu rnace and adding var ious  ox ides to produce s tab i l i ty ,  c lar i ty ,  

and color .  Over  the centur ies ,  many techniques and processes  were developed 

to c reate g lass  vesse l s ,  decorat ive medal l ions ,  and mosa ics  but when the 

g lassmaker ’s  b lowpipe was  invented,  i t  was a turn ing point  for  g lass  des ign and 

product ion.  The hol low meta l  b lowpipe sped up the g lassmaker ’s  craft  and 

s impl i f ied the process  to be more funct ional  –  a l l  at t r ibuted to the Phoenic ians.  

Phoenic ia was a mighty cu l ture located in present -day Lebanon,  Syr ia ,  and 

Nor thern I s rae l .  They were known as  sh ipbui lders ,  merchants  a long the S i lk  Road,  

and the inventor  of  an a lphabet that i s  the bas is  for  Lat in  and other  languages.  

They spread g lassmaking techniques  and knowledge to other  par ts  of  the wor ld 

through the t rade of  the g lassware they manufactured.   Fas t- forward to the 12t h  

and 13 t h  centur ies  and we f ind there were extens ive t rade connect ions  between 

the Near Eas t  and I ta ly,  espec ia l ly  Venice.  F rom there impor tant technologica l  

in f luences  penetrated the European cont inent.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Cur rey & Company i s  keeping the t radi t ional  craf t  of  hand-made g lass  a l ive w i th 

an extens ive int roduct ion of  new products  created wi th  g lass  inc lud ing 

chandel ier s ,  lamps ,  and accessor ies .  

Made of  g lass  w i th  brass  s tems,  the Glass  Dark B lue Pear  Set inc ludes  la rge and 

smal l  matte g lass  scu lptures  in the shape of  the ju icy f ru i t  for  which they are 

named.  The texture  a long the sur face that prov ides the d i s t ressed matte gray 

scu lptures  w i th  added decorat ive va lue is  hand-cut,  which makes these textura l  

accessor ies  very ar t i sanal .  They are hol low ins ide,  so p lac ing them in  a wel l - l i t  

spot means they wi l l  g low f rom with in when ref lect ing natura l  or  man-made l ight.   

The Spr ing F lower  Chandel ie r  has  f ive  t ie rs  of  per t  whi te  f lowers  fash ioned f rom 

f ros ted g lass .  These are at tached to the f rame wi th four - leaf -c lover -shaped meta l  

b rads  in  a brass  f in i sh.  Each peta l  i s  ind iv idual ly  cut,  sand-b lasted,  dr i l led,  and 

p inned by hand,  and each f lower requ i res  four  p ins  to secure i t  — a complex 

process  that takes many hours  to  complete.  Wi th i t s  12 l ights ,  i t  w i l l  be luminous 

when l i t  f rom with in .  

The Danza B lue Cord less  Tab le Lamp is  craf ted f rom clear ,  amber ,  and b lue 

mouth-b lown ar t  g lass ,  i t s  layered color s  and organic  form ref lect ing the 

in f luence of  Mid-Century Scandinav ian des ign.  Wi th  a bold 1950s–60s  aesthet ic,  

the lamp i s  topped wi th a whi te hardback shade and f i t ted w i th a rechargeable 

bu lb ,  combin ing v intage- insp i red s ty le  w i th  modern convenience.  The f i xtu re  i s  

d immable.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Baobab Wal l  Sconce has luminous leaves that are  made of  recyc led g lass  

and pressed into shape.  The b iophi l ic  des ign i s  made even more gracefu l  by the 



placement  of  g lass  p ieces that seem to be f lut ter ing in a breeze.  These are 

at tached to wrought i ron s tems in a contemporary s i lver  leaf  f in i sh that g leams 

beaut i fu l ly .  The three- l ight f i x ture i s  d immable to create a sof ter  ambience in the 

evenings.  

The Veneto Large Chandel ie r ,  which has mid-century I ta l ian l ines ,  i s  made of  

meta l  in  a pol i shed brass  f in ish.  S i t t ing atop arms  that arc outward are color fu l  

g lass  d iscs  in b lue,  ye l low,  and red,  each of  which is  pa inted to be more 

t rans lucent than colored g lass  so that  l ight w i l l  sh ine through them. The Mi lano-

insp i red gold chandel ier  i s  a large-scale f i x tu re w i th 21 l ights ,  which means  i t ’s  an 

excel lent choice for  a ta l l  space wi thout a great deal  of  natura l  l ight.  

The Henr iet ta P ink Tab le  Lamp is  made of  mold-b lown glass  that nar rows at  the 

base and swel l s  dramat ica l ly  toward the top to create a bold,  scu lptura l  prof i le .  

The g lass  body rest s  on a s tepped opt ic crys ta l  base and is  f in i shed wi th  a 

pol i shed n icke l  cap.  I t s  s t r i k ing form i s  insp i red by a vase des igned by Heinr ich 

Löffehardt in 1970,  br ing ing a touch of  v intage modern des ign into the p iece.   


