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FALL AGENDA FOR UPHOLSTERY: CLASSICS, SLIPCOVERS, CURVES
 Plus, a new chapter in Hildebran
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HIGH POINT, N.C., October 21, 2025 – On the heels of the spring 2025 upholstery launch—the largest ever in Universal’s history—VP Upholstery Rick Lovegrove continues his push to expand both domestic and international upholstery introductions with more than XX new SKUs, which debut at fall High Point Market.
 
“With four trips to Vietnam under our belt and countless hours spent in our North Carolina facility, we’ve really hit our groove, despite what’s been a challenging year for many across the industry,” said Lovegrove.
 
With a focus on domestic manufacturing, Universal Furniture’s refreshed upholstery program has seen rapid development over the past 18 months. And in 2026, big changes will bring greater growth, as Universal moves its manufacturing from Conover to Hildebran, gaining an improved layout for production flow and adding square footage for future expansion. The facility will be fully operational in early 2026.
 
“New machinery is already being installed, and we’re phasing the move department-by-department over the next four months to ensure a seamless transition for our employees and our customers,” said Lovegrove.

Fabrics
This fall’s textile story embraces classics—Glen plaid, stripes—but also has an emphasis on luxurious materials and tactile weaves. And fabrics with Sustainable construction.

“We are seeing everything that ties back to the ‘90s is coming back, for example our Arconia flame stitch pattern which we are showing in three colorways,” said Lovegrove.

Slipcovers are also on deck this fall. According to Lovegrove they have never actually gone away. “They have always been popular in coastal environments,” said Lovegrove. “But today’s slipcovers have evolved to slightly more tailored, than shabby chic, and lends themselves even to the most modern of frames.”

“In addition, we are seeing the trend of slipcovers acting like a wardrobe change for your furniture, allowing homeowners to experiment with new design directions, or update your living room for a different season,” said Lovegrove.

Domestic Introductions: Reinvented Classics 
For this market cycle, the theme behind Universal’s domestic introductions is “Reinvented Classics”—a fresh take on the timeless silhouettes that define upholstery. Four new core collections make their debut this fall:
 
· Clermont – a refreshed, tapered roll-arm sofa with 2-over-2 loose seat and back cushions

· Filmore – featuring a 5-inch wide, elegant sloped arm, with loose seat and back cushions.
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· Dylan – a sleek and sculptural nod to modernist design. With rounded arms and a back rail that signal comfort and a relaxed mood. Removable seat cushions with a tight back.
 
For the first time, these pieces are designed to be offered both upholstered and slipcovered, with configurations including sofas, apartment sofas, and 2- and 3-piece sectionals. Each collection is available in 500+ stocked fabrics, 100 leathers, and Universal’s COM program.
 
In addition to these major launches, Universal is introducing five new occasional chairs and an enhanced ottoman program featuring new shapes and added storage functionality. New swivel chair introductions include:

· Henri - a high back with delicately flared arms; loose seat and back cushion

· Camille – undulating curves define the silhouette and give shape to the arms and back.

· Amarillo – the perfect marriage of wing chair and slipper chair

· Newhall - wing chair in a definitive silhouette which demands attention, featuring a unique swivel-glide system.
 
 






International Introductions: Shapely Frames and Full-grain Leather
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Highlights include:
 
· Lucca Series – a modern silhouette with a sculpted wood frame, also available as a tailored push-back recliner 

· Universal’s motion category continues to expand, including three new suites and the debut of a new Italian performance leather on the Pinnacle Award-nominated Hyde.
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· Sculptural Swivel Chairs – including the Deke, offered in full-grain leather, and the Kaia Twine, featuring a multi-level textured bouclé.

 
 


 
About Universal
Retailers and interior designers around the world trust Universal Furniture’s award-winning, smart and stylish designs to create modern, well-appointed living spaces for the whole home. The company’s casegood, upholstery, accent and outdoor designs are developed under the brand names Universal Furniture and Coastal Living.
 
Universal Furniture, founded in 1968 and based in High Point, N.C., is the recipient of 14 Pinnacle awards for design excellence from the International Society of Furniture Designers. It is a brand of Samson Holdings, one of the world’s largest vertically integrated furniture manufacturers. For more information, please visit www.universalfurniture.com, or find us on Facebook, Instagram, and Pinterest.
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