FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Screens as Canvas: A Collaboration Empowering Women, Creativity, and Community at Salem College
Winston-Salem, NC — April 27, 22026 — When women support one another, remarkable things can happen—often in ways no one could have predicted. That spirit of collaboration and empowerment is at the heart of Screens as Canvas, an innovative partnership connecting industry leaders with student artists at Salem College.
The project began with an introduction by Mary Knackstedt, an accomplished interior designer known for bringing people together. She connected Cathy McLaughlin of Screen Gems Furniture Accessories with Professor Rosa Otero of Salem College. What started as a simple conversation quickly evolved into a powerful creative collaboration.
From that connection, Screens as Canvas was born—transforming everyday decorative screens into meaningful works of art created by Salem College students. More than an artistic endeavor, the initiative serves as a platform for creativity, professional development, and real-world opportunity.
To bring this vision to a broader audience, Chris Amos of ANDMORE provided a prominent space to showcase the collection, ensuring the students’ work reached collectors, designers, and industry professionals.
For student artist Lee Carpenter, who is African American and Mexican American, the experience has been deeply personal and transformative. A milestone moment came when Susan Carson purchased one of Lee’s pieces, Coffee Brown. With that sale, the collaboration came full circle—the first work was acquired by a Salem College alumna. The piece explores cultural identity through the depiction of Black figures rendered entirely in shades of brown, brought to life with acrylic paint.
All proceeds from the sale of the screens directly support the student artists and the Design Program at Salem College, further reinforcing the project’s commitment to education, opportunity, and artistic growth.
What began as a connection between a few women has grown into a powerful example of creativity, community, and collaboration—demonstrating that when women lift each other up, extraordinary things can happen.
For more information, please contact:
Dr. Rosa Otero
Salem College Design Program Director & Professor of Design
rosa.otero@salem.edu
336.413-7692

