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Picture Source Acquires Somerset Studios®
New company offers expanded line, more exclusive designs and innovative capabilities
Seattle, WA., March 15, 2016 – Picture Source, known for exclusive artwork collections tailored to support ever-changing design trends in the residential, commercial and healthcare markets, announced the acquisition of Somerset Studios, a creator and supplier of stylish framed art for the home. Terms of the deal, which was completed March 9, were not disclosed. The new company, Picture Source Somerset, will combine both companies’ design teams creating a new market paradigm while capitalizing on the best resources and strategies from both companies.

“This acquisition is a great opportunity for Picture Source to grow our artwork selection, sales force and our retail and design outlets,” stated John Hoyt, president of Picture Source Somerset.  With Somerset’s larger production facility—approximately 38,000-square-feet in Morganton, NC—Picture Source will relocate its design, production and shipping operations from Seattle, WA to NC.  The corporate headquarters will remain in Seattle at Picture Source’s current location.  

Somerset’s facility also offers a dedicated hand painting department, a shiny-coated finish area and the capability to hand a wide range of other creative finishes.  “We are excited to begin shipping our complete line from North Carolina by mid-April,” notes Hoyt.  

Picture Source Somerset will combine its curated collections of exclusive works from artists such as John Butler and “Nicol” Boettner to create a more expansive array of premiere artwork. The company also boasts a noted in-house team of artists that will design and paint larger canvases and other fashion-focused pieces, taking into consideration today’s most forward-looking trends and color palettes. This team gives Picture Source Somerset the ability to design and market a wide variety of styles and looks, including vintage, natural, abstract, collage, urban and modern designs, as well as providing custom colors, applications and framing options. 
John Hoyt will serve as the new company’s president.  Steve West, the former president of Somerset Studios, will take on the role of operations manager and become a leader and significant contributor to the design team. His enthusiasm is palpable.  “Picture Source and Somerset are very similar in their design philosophy and in how much we value and care for our customers.  I have no doubt our new venture will continue those important traditions while allowing us to take a significant step forward in capturing a major share of the marketplace.” When asked what he expects from creative side of the new company, West is quick to share, “We can’t wait to show our customers what we have.  Large pieces, especially hand painted originals and canvas products up to 48” x 72”; limited edition canvases and artwork under glass; shiny acrylic coated pieces, prints floated between glass, and embellished pieces.”
The new company will show their combined line for the first time to dealers in April at the High Point Market.
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