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MAITLAND-SMITH AND LA BARGE USHER IN SPRING WITH
 INSPIRING ACCESSORIES, LIGHTING AND ACCENT FURNISHINGS
A Modern Take on Traditional Furniture and Decorative Objects 


High Point, NC—April 16, 2016—Maitland-Smith and La Barge are breezing into spring with accessories and accent pieces that fuse traditional, high-quality, hand-fabricated products with modernist design elements and 21st-century materials, such as faux shagreen, bronze, silver, glass and stone. 

In recent years, the brands have expanded their repertoire of heirloom-quality traditional furniture, mirrors, decorative objects and lamps to reflect evolving trends in interior design. Known for decades for their18th-century-style accents and accessories, they began shifting direction three years ago to synchronize with changes in the design world. 

For Spring 2016, the brands debut their first collection with Donald Bustraan, a seasoned designer who brings a fresh perspective to Maitland-Smith and La Barge. For more than 25 years, he has worked with top names in the industry, including Sally Sirkin Lewis of J. Robert Scott, Rose Tarlow, Barbara Barry, and David Easton.

Bustraan’s background includes fine arts studies at the Slade School of Fine Art at University College London and at Michigan State. He also earned a degree in furniture design at Kendall College of Art. With impeccable credentials, and vast experience working with a variety of materials and time periods, he is uniquely positioned to launch Maitland-Smith and La Barge’s newest world-class collection.  



Bringing together more than 60 accessories, upholstered furniture and case good pieces, the collection draws inspiration from influences as far back as antiquity and as far-ranging as global, ethnic traditions around the world. Stylized forms include a brass bowl balanced on the shell of a turtle, a golden bird perched on a tiered black pedestal and a large, seated golden monkey. Other objects, such as a primitive geometric stone sculpture and a statuette, depict human figures. The modern-day collectibles also number boxes, including a large turquoise container covered in inlay work, and a brass box with overlapping floral motifs. 

Exciting additions to La Barge’s fabled mirror collection include two stylish, cast starburst mirrors with wall-art panache are likely to convert viewers into sun worshipers.

New occasional-table designs run the gamut from a martini table with delicate gold legs that resemble tender shoots of bamboo and an Asian brass accent table with a perforated tabletop, to a one-of-a-kind, conversation-piece iron and leather accent table.

Other exciting furniture introductions include dining tables—one round, with a stone-inlaid top and wrought iron embellishments; another, a rectangular dining table anchored by a carved-leg base, borrowing from Medieval and Renaissance designs. Bedside chests include a handsome bedside drawer cabinet, as well as a mid-century, four-drawer bunching chest.

Also being introduced this season are exciting additions to designer Celerie Kemble’s collection that once again delivers her inimitable Palm Beach style to the brands, meshing “Old Florida” chic with Maitland-Smith and La Barge’s legendary aesthetics.  Kemble, whose signature style incorporates glammed up natural materials including wicker, bamboo, rattan, grass cloth and sisal, favors designs inspired by the well-traveled, affluent, old-money aristocracy. Infusing elements of Chinoiserie and Hollywood Regency, as well as lattice, palm leaf and animal print motifs into interiors, her layered, eclectic, timeless style continues to gain momentum among converts to transitional design. 

The  Traditions Made ModernTM collection for Maitland-Smith and La Barge derives from the archives found in three Santa Fe museums—the Museum of International Folk Art, the Museum of Indian Arts & Culture and the New Mexico History Museum. These museums, along with the New Mexico Museum of Art, comprise the Museum of New Mexico. Their combined world-class collections dating from 1000 A.D. to the present, incorporate European, Latin American and Native American furniture, ceramics, pottery, textiles, folk art, sculpture, jewelry and more. Each piece, based on a specific object from one of the museums, provides a percentage of sales to support education, acquisitions and exhibitions at the museums. 

###







[bookmark: _GoBack]About Maitland-Smith:
For over 30 years Maitland-Smith has specialized in fine home furnishings and accessories, including fine living room, occasional and formal dining room furniture. We are honored to collaborate with Susan Hable, Alexa Hampton, Celerie Kemble, Donald Bustraan, Museum of New Mexico and Niermann Weeks to expand our unique assortment.  Our furniture, accessories and lighting are pieces destined to become treasured family heirlooms. Maitland-Smith brings elegance and luxury to any distinctive living space.

About La Barge: 
For 50 years La Barge’s name has evoked the image of elegance, style and craftsmanship.  The charm of classic lines and modern style blend to form the prestigious brand known as La Barge. Collaborating with Susan Hable, Celerie Kemble, Donald Bustraan, the Museum of New Mexico and Niermann Weeks the breadth of our assortment has expanded no matter if you prefer chic metropolitan, classic traditional or regal elegance, La Barge has the perfect piece for every taste and style. Our mirrors, tables and accent furnishings are destined to become valued heirloom pieces, handed down from one generation to the next.   La Barge, a reflection of all that you are. 






                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                3

image1.jpg




image2.jpg
| A BARGE




