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Picture Source Somerset Adds Award-Winning Watercolorist
to Company’s Gallery of Exclusive Artists

[bookmark: _GoBack]Seattle, WA, Feb. 13, 2018—Picture Source Somerset, curator of exclusive artwork for the design community, broadens its stylistic scope with the addition this month of Washington D.C. watercolorist, Shell Rummel, to the company’s stable of artists. Rummel’s initial contribution to Picture Source Somerset’s oeuvre is 25 new artworks, with an additional 10 pieces anticipated to debut at the High Point International Home Furnishings Market in April.
	
“Watercolor is an extremely difficult medium to master and is in high demand in the marketplace,” says Julia Marks, chief visionary officer of Picture Source Somerset. “Having an exclusive watercolor artist on the team brings a unique look to our product offerings while addressing an important design trend.”

The gentle flowing brushstrokes and delicate palettes of Rummel’s watercolors help to round out the diversity of art styles represented by the company. “There is something universally likable about the inherent softness of watercolors—the essence of something not quite tangible yet extraordinarily beautiful. Watercolors have a feel-good effect on those who view them, creating a sense of peace and harmony that’s not typically available from bold abstracts or other paint mediums,” Marks explains. 

Within this category, Rummel is a standout. The award-winning artist, who has been painting nearly 20 years and is collected by thousands of private patrons both in the states and abroad, is known for her refined color palette and natural sensibility. “Shell brings a unique talent with fine brushstrokes and color combinations, and her figurative work is exceptional,” lauds Marks. 

“I love the fluid, unpredictable nature of painting with water,” says Rummel. “There is an immediacy to the medium that’s conducive to the kind of organic shape and line that I, as an artist, want to create. In addition to the free-flowing lines, I am drawn to authentic materials, layers that reveal, and patterns that make the eye dance.”
Shell Rummel is a brand as well as an artist. In addition to her watercolor wall art, her motifs are available on a growing list of home decor products that includes bedding, pillows, fabrics, rugs, bath decor, and wallpapers. Her pieces are compatible with a variety of interior design styles from modern coastal to sophisticated urban, adding depth and interest to any decorating grounded in a stylish, natural, and comfortable aesthetic.

Her addition to the team at Picture Source Somerset signifies the company’s commitment to filling market niches and staying on or ahead of trend. “We want to continue to offer more exclusive artwork to our line,” says Marks. “As we bring on new artists and continue to groom the artists we currently work with, we are striving for artwork that really makes a statement.”

Picture Source Somerset evolved when Picture Source, a Seattle-based artwork purveyor to the design trade for the last 40 years, acquired Somerset Studios in 2016. The expanded company has increased production capabilities with a vast library of original artwork and an in-house art team. 

In addition to curating original artwork with a fashion-forward sensibility that appeals to the design community, Picture Source Somerset works closely with the trade to custom-size each piece to fit a particular location within a home or business. “All of our multi-originals can be scaled up or down based on their overall proportions,” says Marks. “They also are available framed or unframed. The same is true of our exclusive giclées. Each one can be custom sized and custom framed.”
	
Rummel’s watercolors will be sold as exclusive fine art giclées available both on paper under glass, as well as on canvas. Each piece can be custom-sized. They will debut at April’s High Point Market, showroom IHFC C461. 
	
Picture Source Somerset has showrooms in High Point and Seattle. For more information, visit: http://www.picture-source.com/.
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About Picture Source Somerset
Founded in 1975, Picture Source is known for exclusive artwork collections tailored to support the ever-changing design trends of the residential furniture industry.  Best known for being a trendsetter and innovator, their success can be attributed to an understanding of color, fashion and design.  Picture Source has always been proud to guarantee their materials and workmanship, and is currently focused on a greener approach to manufacturing.  With a top-notch art consulting team and custom framing capabilities, the company has recently expanded their markets to include hospitality and health care. In 2016 Picture Source acquired Somerset Studio, a creator and supplier of stylish framed art for the home, and combined the talents and resources of both companies to become Picture Source Somerset. Please visit www.picture-source.com for more information.
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